Green Infrastructure South West Web Portal: Delivery Case Study

[image: image1.jpg]



East of Plymouth Countryside Park 

Location

North Plymstock, East Plymouth 
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Lead organisation

Natural England leads on the project co-ordination (contact Kathryn Deeney Kathryn.deeney@naturalengland.org.uk ), supported by the National Trust and Plymouth City Council. Natural England administer the agri-environment schemes needed to deliver the Park.  

Main issues raised and highlighted:  

The Park is an identified allocation in the North Plymstock Area Action Plan and forms part of Plymouth's Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan.   The Park is designed to reduce the recreational pressure on the historic Saltram Estate, provide a new area for recreation, maintain the viability of farming and enhance the biodiversity and landscape value of the area.  The project illustrates new ways of delivering and managing green infrastructure assets and demonstrates the multiple benefits it can provide.

Main Partners:  

The key landowners within the Countryside Park are vital to the successful delivery of the project.  These include the National Trust, Plymouth City Council, Woodland Trust, Aggregate Industries, Persimmon Homes and a number of private landowners.  The communities surrounding the Park will also be involved in the Parks development to ensure a high quality destination is delivered that meets the needs of local people.

Funding Stream(s):  

Funding is required to develop a detailed master plan for the park in consultations with landowners, local communities and user groups.  Funding has been secured through a special 1 year agri-environment scheme administered by Natural England.

The detailed costs of delivering the Park will be provided by this study. Funding for the delivery of the Park will come from a number of sources including agri-environment funding, growth point funding and section 106 contributions from developers.

The long term management of the Park will funded through the agri-environment schemes and section 106 contributions.

Policy Framework:  

The Park is a key allocation in The North Plymstock Area Action Plan which was adopted in August 2007. It is also one of seven site specific projects identified within Plymouth’s Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan (Consultation Draft August 2009) and is identified as one of the Plymouth City Council’s Corporate Improvement Priorities (CIP 12). 

Aims of project: 

· Deliver a key recreational focus for the City and Region through the development of a network of high quality recreation routes.

· Improve the biodiversity value of the Park, by delivering against BAP targets and enhancing the landscape for key species such as bats.

· Help maintain the viability of local farms through agri-environment schemes aimed at landowners involved with the development of Green Infrastructure assets.

· Sensitively manage the Park to protect and enhance the historic assets within the Saltram Estate.

· Protect key views to and from the Park, and ensure the Park helps to provide a high quality entrance into the City.

Description of project:  

[image: image3.emf]
As a growth point Plymouth has a significant growth agenda and to allow the City to grow sustainable, new GI assets must be provided. The Countryside Park will provide a new recreational resource within the City to help ensure that recreation pressure resulting from the planned growth does not negatively affect existing resources such as Saltram, and it will provide an alternative destination to Dartmoor. It will provide a key resource for new and existing residents.

The Park will help encourage active lifestyle by offering high quality recreational routes through a fantastic natural environment. This will help meet Local Area Agreement targets for encouraging more adults to take 30 minutes exercise once a week (Local Indicator 3) and wider national agendas for increasing activity and getting more people into the Countryside.  

The Countryside Park will cover 640 hectares within Plymouth, stretching from the Plym Estuary to Plympton St Maurice, incorporating the existing historic Saltram Estate (Grade I listed building and Registered Park and Garden) and a wider area of land up to the South Hams boundary. The proposal incorporates a range of land uses, including agriculture, a cemetery, allotments, a landfill site currently being restored, the historic Saltram Estate and the Plym Estuary.

The proposal for a Countryside Park on the eastern edge of Plymouth was developed following consultation with community groups, councillors and other stakeholders within the area. This generated the vision and broad objectives for a Countryside Park that would help to protect the eastern corridor’s natural & historic

assets whilst providing for the recreational needs of the existing communities, the proposed communities at Plymstock Quarry, Sherford and growth within the wider area.

The Historic assets of the Park centre around the Saltram Estate, which is already a significant tourist and local recreation destination and the design of the Park, will need to be sensitive to the Estate and its historic setting.  With an increasing recreational demand arising from new development in the area, the proposal will also seek to lessen any potential negative impacts on the Saltram Estate, through careful visitor management and the expansion of complementary recreational activities in other parts of the Countryside Park.

The Park area already supports a nationally important bat roost and a diverse range of habitats including, mud flats, species rich grasslands, ancient woodland, and a network of hedgerows. The Park will help protect and enhance these habitats. It will also look for opportunities to recreate important habitats, such as the restoration of Chelson Meadows landfill site.

The landscape of the Park is currently a mix of Parkland, a patchwork of medium sized fields bounded by hedgerows with scattered woodland, estuarine and a semi restored landfill. There are a number of key views within the Park that must be retained. These include views north to Dartmoor, and views of the City from the A38.

Currently many areas within the Parks boundaries are inaccessible. The Park will open up a network of new high quality routes through this area from a number of different access points. The recreational spine which will run through the park will be a key part of this network. These recreation routes will also link with existing strategic routes such as the National Cycle Network to encourage people to access the Park by sustainable methods.

The land within the Park is owned by a number of different land owners. These include charities, Local Authorities, Minerals Operators and private landowners. The success of the project requires the co-operation of these landowners, and to achieve this agri-environment schemes administered by Natural England will be offered. These will provide land management incentives for landowners to be part of the new Park and should help towards maintaining the viability of the farms in the face of new development in the area.

Delivery mechanism/long-term adoption of project:

The use of agri-environment schemes will provide funding for maintaining many aspects of the Park for at least 10 years.  Additional funding for long term management will come through developer contributions.  Options for developing a Community Trust that will manage some of the GI assets in and around Plymouth are currently being investigated and in the longer term some aspects of the Park may be incorporated into the Trust.      

Outputs/outcomes/benefits 

Planned benefits include: 

· Increased Activity - Encouraging more people to increase their activity levels by providing attractive natural spaces, with new opportunities for fun and enjoyment.

· Providing Community Spaces - Providing attractive environments near housing areas to make living in those areas more enjoyable. 

· Health and Well Being - Providing spaces for recreation, relaxation, play and reflection.

· Climate Change Adaptation - Helping the City and surrounding areas to adapt to unavoidable climate impacts such as increased flood events.

· Sustainable Transport - Developing walking and cycling routes through natural spaces.

· Biodiversity Enhancement - Creating and enhancing sites to allow wildlife to flourish.

· Education Opportunities – Providing new, innovative and inspiring places to learn

Lessons learned

· The inclusion of the Park as an allocation in a statutory planning document has helped to ensure the LPA commitment to its delivery and has provided certainty for developers and landowners in the area.

· The success of the project is reliant on gaining consensus between landowners on the master plan for the Park.  It has therefore been vital to work with them from the very beginning of the design process.

· Organisations’ working together in new ways has allowed new and innovative delivery mechanisms to be developed.        

